RABELAIS AND THE EARLIER RENAISSANCE
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his book.
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immense popularity and success of his lively
satire gradually suggested to him that in the satirical criticism of the
life he saw around him he could give definition to those sentiments
which study and meditation had invoked within him. Still, it is in
the very absence of any definite purpose that the value and merit
of his work lies. Though he certainly detested the monkish system,
Rabelais had no definite purpose, or fixed intention,

began

to write, but the

as well as the brutish ignorance of the earlier systems of education,

he was essentially a

satirist rather

than a reformer.

giving expression to his thoughts and views on the
rather than trying to enforce

life

By merely
around him,

some system of thought or opinion,

he serves as a spotless mirror to the temper of the earlier Renaissance.

He

had no universal medicine of

he attack anyone

else's

;

his

manifestations and to note

its

is

a certain "echo," as

clusion of the preacher," a certain

of things.

and

is,

in

It is this

some

own

complex

it

In the Oracle of the

has been called, "of the con-

acknowledgement of the vanity
work,

that rather characterizes his entire

respects, a reflection of the spirit of his age.

his close association

of his

theme

nor did

to offer,

life in its

serious affairs in a lighter vein than

possibly the tempo of the times warranted.
Bottle, there

own

he was content to observe

From

with the affairs of the world, and the reaction

peculiar nature to the various social, political and re-

ligious matters, there

was derived

his doctrine of Pantagruelism, a

and almost equally as
humour, it seems illogical

sort of philosophy hard to define

difficult to

Meaning in itself
to consider
Rabelais as a mere humourist, for his wealth of learning enabled
him to penetrate deep into the more serious affairs of life and to
give definition to the thoughts which this study awoke within him.
Humour, though not easily defined, when associated wtih Rabelais
seems to assume a deeper meaning, a meaning in harmony with
understand.
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be called the exposition and commentary of
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and knowledge of a particular time and nation put
forth in attractive literary form by a man who for once combined
the practical and literary spirit, the power of knowledge and the
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